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L ocal lawmakersplan visit to China

By BRIAN SEALS
SENTINEL STAFFWRITER

Two arealawvmakers are part of a bipartisan delegation traveling to Chinatoday to discuss trade.

U.S. Rep. Mike Honda, D-San Josg, is leading a delegation that includes state Sen. Bruce McPherson in a 10-day
jaunt to meet with Chinese government and business |eaders.

The god of the journey isto learn more about business and labor conditionsin China

Honda spokesman Ernest Baynard said crucid issues facing China are coming up in Congress. Among them isthe
Communigt country’ s bid to enter the World Trade Organization.

Human rights concerns have dowed those efforts.

Baynard said the congressman wants to familiarize himsdlf with the chalenges that companiesin his didrict like
Hewlett-Packard and Legend Computer face when doing businessin China.

L abor leaders and business people are part of the delegation. Aside from business issues, the delegation will seek
to learn about human-rights conditions.

"Our digtrict encompasses alot of the interests at stake in the China trade debate," Baynard said. "Mike wants to
learn first-hand about China"

McPherson, who serves on the state Select Committee on International Trade and Development, said trading with
Chinaisaredity in today’ sworld.

"I'm mogt interested in seeing if there are trade and cultural exchanges we can fodter,” said the Santa Cruz
Republican.

He said tough questions will be posed to Chinese leaders about |abor and human-rights conditions, though he said
the delegation does not officidly represent the U.S. government.

"I'll just be interested in their reaction and to seeif they plan to improve on those things,” he said.

The delegation includes Sens. James Brulte, Liz Figueroa, Dick Ackerman, and Assembly members Elaine Alquist
and Ellen Corbett.

McPherson said no state money is being used to fund the trip.
Honda plans to post information about the vigt while in China a www.house.gov/honda

Contact Brian Seals at bseal s@santa-cr uz.com.
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